
                                              

     RABINDRANATH TAGORE UNIVERSITY 

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY 

B.A. MAJOR IN PHILOSOPHY 

Four Year Undergraduate Programme (FYUGP) 

SEMESTER: II 

COURSE NAME: CLASSICAL INDIAN PHILOSOPHY 

Course Hours: 60 

Existing Base Syllabus: N/A 

Full Marks= 100 

Syllabus Showing Each Unit against Class Numbers and Marks 

Credit: 4 

Unit No. Unit Content No of Classes Marks     

100 

                                                                             

I    ( Theory) 

Vedic Thought:  Development of Indian 

Philosophy 

Samhita: Meaning, Theology, Cosmology, 

Ethics 

Brahmanas: Meaning, Theory of Sacrifice and 

Ethics 

Upanishada and Aranyakas 

• Schools of Indian Philosophy 

• General Characteristics of Indian 

System. 

15 25 



 II  ( Theory)              Carvaka Philosophy 

• Materialism 

• Epistemology: Denial of Inference and 

Testimony 

• Metaphysics: Four Elements, Denial of 

Soul, Denial of God  

• Ethics  

15 25 

 

III (Theory) Jaina Philosophy 

Anekantavada, Syadvada, Saptabhangi Naya 

 

15 25 

IV(Theory) Buddha philosophy 

• Four Noble Truths, Theory of 

Dependent Origination, Theory of 

Impermanence, 

 Theory of No-Soul 

• Schools of Buddha Philosophy: 

Hinayana and Mahayana. 

15 25 

 

 

Books recommended: 

Chaterjee,S and Dutta: An Introduction to Indian Philosophy. University of Calcutta 

Dasgupta   , S. N: History of Indian Philosophy. Volume I. Motilal Banarasidas. 

Radhakrishnan   , S: Indian Philosophy.  Volume  I and II .Oxford University Press. 

Hiriyana , M.: outlines of Indian philosophy. Motilal Banarasidas. 

Sharma, C : A Critical Survey of Indian Philosophy . Motilal  Banarasidas. 

Sinha,Jadunath. 1999. Outlines of Indian Philosophy. Pilgrims book House. 

Course Objectives: 

• The course introduces the students to understand the development of Indian philosophy. 



• The course introduces the students to understand the different schools of Indian 

philosophy. 

• The course introduces the students to understand the  characteristics of Indian 

philosophy. 

• The course introduces the students to the teachings of heterodox schools of Indian 

Philosophical System. 

Learning outcome: 

By the end of the course students will be able to – 

• Identify the difference between vedic (orthodox) and non-vedic(heterodox) school 

• Differentiate among the epistemologies of the heterodox schools of Indian Philosophy. 

• Distinguish the ideas of India materialism, non-materialism, metaphysical realism, 

epistemological pluralism, law of causation and the idea of flux 

• Appraise the respective metaphysical arguments of the heterodox schools of Indian 

philosophy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

RABINDRANATH TAGORE UNIVERSITY 

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY 

B.A. MINOR IN PHILOSOPHY 

Four Year Undergraduate Programme (FYUGP) 

SEMESTER: II 

COURSE NAME: CLASSICAL INDIAN PHILOSOPHY 

Course Hours: 60 

Existing Base Syllabus: N/A 

Full Marks= 100 

Syllabus Showing Each Unit against Class Numbers and Marks 

Credit: 4 

 

Unit No. Unit Content No of Classes Marks     

100 

                                                                             

I    ( Theory) 

Introduction:            

• Development of Indian Philosophy: The 

Vedas, The Upanishada 

• Schools of Indian Philosophy 

• General Characteristics of Indian 

System. 

15 25 



 II  ( Theory)              Carvaka Philosophy 

• Materialism 

• Epistemology: Denial of Inference and 

Testimony 

• Metaphysics: Four Elements, Denial of 

Soul, Denial of God  

• Ethics  

15 25 

 

III (Theory) Jaina Philosophy 

Anekantavada, Syadvada, Saptabhangi Naya 

 

15 25 

IV(Theory) Buddha philosophy 

• Four Noble Truths, Theory of 

Dependent Origination, Theory of 

Impermanence, 

 Theory of No-Soul 

• Schools of Buddha Philosophy: 

Hinayana and Mahayana. 

15 25 

 

Books recommended: 

Chaterjee,S and Dutta: An Introduction to Indian Philosophy. University of Calcutta 

Dasgupta   , S. N: History of Indian Philosophy. Volume I. Motilal Banarasidas. 

Radhakrishnan   , S: Indian Philosophy.  Volume  I and II .Oxford University Press. 

Hiriyana , M.: outlines of Indian philosophy. Motilal Banarasidas. 

Sharma, C : A Critical Survey of Indian Philosophy . Motilal  Banarasidas. 

Sinha,Jadunath. 1999. Outlines of Indian Philosophy. Pilgrims book House. 

Course Objectives: 

• The course introduces the students to understand the development of Indian philosophy. 

• The course introduces the students to understand the different schools of Indian 

philosophy. 

• The course introduces the students to understand the characteristics of Indian philosophy. 



• The course introduces the students to the teachings of heterodox schools of Indian 

Philosophical System. 

Learning outcome: 

By the end of the course students will be able to – 

• Identify the difference between vedic (orthodox) and non-vedic(heterodox) school 

• Differentiate among the epistemologies of the heterodox schools of Indian Philosophy. 

• Distinguish the ideas of India materialism, non-materialism, metaphysical realism, 

epistemological pluralism, law of causation and the idea of flux 

• Appraise the respective metaphysical arguments of the heterodox schools of Indian 

philosophy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

RABINDRANATH TAGORE UNIVERSITY 

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY 

SKILLED ENHANCEMENT COURSE (SEC) 

Four Year Undergraduate Programme (FYUGP) 

SEMESTER II 

PAPER NAME: CRITICAL THINKING 

Existing Base Syllabus: N/A 

Full Marks= 75 

Syllabus Showing Each Unit against Class Numbers and Marks 

Theory Credit                        02 

Practical Credit                      01 

No of Required Classes         45  

No of Non-Contract Classes 00 

 

Unit No. Unit Content No of Classes Marks     

75 

                                                                             

I    ( Theory) 

 

• Critical thinking :Benefits and 

Barriers of Critical Thinking 

• Asking Right Questions 

15 25 

 II  ( Theory)              • Introduction to Critical and Analytical 

Writing  

• Paraphrasing –(a) Short quotes and (b) 

Clarifying texts 

 

15 25 

 



III (Practical) • Formulation of Title 

• Paraphrasing quotes 

• Asking Questions 

 

15 25 

 

 

Recommended books: 

Anderson, Marilyn, Pramod k, Nayar & Madhucchanda Sen,(2010).Critical Thinking, Academic 

Writing and Presentation ,Person Education 

McNeil Browne & Stuart M.Keeley (2007) Asking Right questions- a Guide to Critical 

Thinking, Pearson Prentice Hall 

Russell. (1956) ‘How write’ in Portraits from Memory and Other Essays, Simon and Schuster: 

New York. 

Russell. (1999).’The Value of Philosophy’ in The Problems of Philosophy, Oxford University 

Press. 

Sen Madhucchanda (2010). An Introduction to Critical Thinking, Pearson India  

Website Link 

https://bradford.instructure.com 

 

Course objectives: 

The course aims at developing the traits and skills of : 

• seeing issues from alternative viewpoints 

• reading a text both sympathetically and critically 

• bringing ideas of thinkers 

• developing logical rigor in building an argumentative case 

• inculcating the habit of questioning, framing the right question 

• applying critical standpoint in writing 

• rephrasing original thoughts of others 

 

Course outcomes: 

   On completion of the course students are expected to be able to: 

• Analyze the original and primary ideas of various thinkers 



• Write in comprehensible, unambiguous language 

• Present ides in organized ,efficient ,methodical ways 

• Develop ancillary sound and persuasive arguments 

• Develop effective communication skill 

 


